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SUMMARY 
 
Four days of travel and five days of meetings and other events makes for an incredibly busy trip 
to Copenhagen.   Regardless, I feel that it was a very worthwhile trip as I learned an awful lot 
and had an opportunity to meet people from all over the world.   I promoted the NWT at every 
opportunity and hopefully encouraged some people to come north for a visit. 
 
There were certainly some high points and areas of frustration as well.     
 
Frustrations focused mostly on my inability to engage with the Canadian negotiators in an 
attempt to educate them on the realities of climate change in their northern jurisdiction.   Prior 
to departing for Copenhagen I was under the impression that we would have access to these 
negotiators.   Unfortunately, with the chaos that was COP 15, it turned out that our access was 
limited.   I was also completely frustrated with the exclusion of the NGOs from the Bella Centre 
during the later part of the week.   I agree with many of the NGOs that their participation was 
essential and I was sad to see them standing on the outskirts. 
 
On a positive note, I had several opportunities to attend side events that proved to be very 
informative (they are outlined in the daily log).   Through these side events, and discussions 
with representatives from around the world, it is clear to me that mitigating and adapting to 
climate change is the responsibility of all jurisdictions.   The national governments of developed 
nations appear to be behind, whereas sub nationals within those countries appear to be taking 
positive steps.   I believe that as a Territorial Government we need to continue to encourage 
the Federal Government to take a more aggressive stance on climate change while at the same 
time making productive and responsible choices within our Territory.   The sub-nationals, 
including the NWT, must lead by example. 
 
There is economic opportunity in adapting to and mitigating the effects of climate change.   As 
a Territory we must work with business and industry to take advantage of these opportunities 
in the best interest of all residents.   This includes moving forward with a GNWT Biomass 
Strategy and re-vamping our Greenhouse Gas Strategy to better reflect the science of climate 
change.   It also means working with business interested in championing new technologies and 
incorporating them into the day to day lives of residents throughout the NWT.   With climate 
change and the dwindling availability of fossil fuels we need to be ready to avoid escalated 
costs of living.   Alternate technologies may allow us avoid increased expenses in the future. 
 
Throughout the world, there are many people who believe that COP 15 in Copenhagen was a 
bust.   Although I am disappointed that no binding agreement was reached, I do not feel that it 
was a total loss. 
 
To me, one of the most important aspects of this conference and the resulting political accord is 
that it officially demonstrates that nations around the world recognize that we (all humans) 
have something to lose if we do not attempt to mitigate (or at the very least adapt to) climate 
change. 
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This was the largest gathering of world leaders in history.   Climate change being the issue that 
brought them together demonstrates the importance this issue has on everyone.   Nations are 
acknowledging the reality of climate change and are attempting to address it.  Different 
opinions continue on who is responsible and how to address it, but at least real and meaningful 
discussion is taking place.   Global climate policy has become legitimate rather than just being 
hot air and rhetoric. 
 
A lot of work is still required at the international level.   Hopefully the political accord reached 
in Copenhagen will encourage more productive discussions during COP 16 in Mexico.   This is a 
beginning, as the countries from around the world will now be required to work out the details 
of this loosely agreed to accord.   This is going to be difficult, but at least it is a move in the right 
direction. 
 
On a Territorial level I remain committed to working with my colleagues, as well as all residents, 
to adapt to and mitigate climate change as much as possible.   We need to be leaders on a sub-
national level and need to work with businesses and industry to make responsible decisions 
that work for both the people and businesses/industry.   We need to maintain a healthy 
economy and environment in the NWT based on long term thinking and decisions that are 
responsible both today and into the future. 
 
 
Glen Abernethy 
MLA Great Slave 
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DAILY LOG 
 
The following comments are my opinions and outline the events I attended.  They 
in no way reflect the official government position.   The delegation will meet 
shortly (probably in January) to conduct an official debriefing and prepare an 
official government response.     -    Glen Abernethy 
 
 
December 12 - 13, 2009 ς Travel Days 
 
I departed Yellowknife at 7:00 am to Edmonton.   The next connection was to Calgary where I 
was delayed by over 5 hours.   Due to the delay, I ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ CǊŀƴƪŦǳǊǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ about 1:30 pm 
on December 13, 2009 (local time) and promptly missed my connection to Copenhagen.     I 
jumped on the next available flight to Copenhagen and arrived at 5:30 pm local time. 
 
I then went for dinner with my colleagues and Dr. Ray Case (Director, Environment ς ENR) who 
provided us with an update of the first week of COP 15 and explained to us the extensive 
registration process that we would have to go through the following morning in order to obtain 
entry in the Bella Centre (COP 15). 
 
Monday December 14, 2009 ς My Day One of the COP 15 Conference 
 
6:30 ς 7:00   
 

¶ Breakfast with delegation  
 
7:15 am  
 

¶ Depart hotel for Bella Centre (COP 15) 
 

David Krutko (MLA Mackenzie Delta), Bob 
Bromley (MLA Weledeh), Minister Miltenberger 
(MLA Thebacha), Glen Abernethy (MLA Great 
Slave), Premier Roland (MLA Inuvik Boot Lake), 
Dr. Ray Case (Director, Environment ς ENR). 

 
  



Glen Abernethy ɀ Copenhagen Trip Report  Page 5 
 

 

¶ The security at the Bella Centre was amazing.   To gain entry to the building I had to go 
through a police check point where badges are confirmed, then enter the building and 
go through a metal detector (just like in an airport), and then go through another official 
check point where badges are scanned in once again.   Normally, participants needed 
the photo ID before they could get through the first two check points.   However, on the 
first day I was able to get through with our registration letters only.    As I showed up 
early, I managed to get through quickly and get right to the photo line.   Apparently, the 
Yukon and Nunavut delegations, arriving later, were held up in the registration line for 
over 4 hours. 

 
8:00 to 8:30 am  
 

¶ There is a daily briefing (no media) of all Canadian COP 15 participants conducted by 
Michael Martin ό/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ lead negotiator).   Attendees include provincial and territorial 
participants as well as the Canadian Youth Delegation and other Canadian NGOs. 
 

¶ Because I had my registration documents beforehand, I was able to skip directly to the 
photo line.   As a result, when registration opened at 8:00 am, I was among the first in 
line and registered in around 15 minutes. 

 

¶ The daily briefing with Michael Martin (Canadian negotiator) started at 8:00 am.   As a 
result of the registration process and the distance required to attend the briefing I 
missed the majority of the December 14th briefing.   I only managed to catch the last 10 
minutes of it.   The briefing had already entered the Q&A portion.   The majority of the 
questions I heard were from NGOs who were expressing frustration at the COP decision 
to exclude a majority of the NGOs from the conference starting on Tuesday, with 
significant reductions continuing through Wednesday, resulting in very small numbers 
obtaining access on Thursday and Friday.   Michael Martin indicated that this was a COP 
decision in response to the attendance of so many world leaders and that he had no 
ability to change the decision. 

 

 
.ƻō .ǊƻƳƭŜȅΣ DƭŜƴ !ōŜǊƴŜǘƘȅΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ aŀǊǘƛƴ ό/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ [ŜŀŘ bŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƻǊύΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ YǊǳǘƪƻΣ WΦaΦ aƛƭǘŜƴōŜǊƎŜǊ 
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9:00 ς 9:30 am 
 

¶ Dr. Case (GNWT) provided the NWT delegation with a briefing on the status of meeting 
discussions and current issues arising at the negotiation tables.   In addition, the 
delegation reviewed our list of commitments for the day and discussed who would be 
attending which events in order to obtain maximum coverage of the different events 
occurring at COP 15 (i.e. delegation meetings & responsibilities, side events, exhibits, 
etc). 

 
9:30 ς 10:30 am 
 

¶ The first meeting I attended was with the Canadian Wildlife Fund as part of the entire 
NWT delegation.   
 

¶ We received two briefings.   The first was from the Antarctica Challenge based on a film 
they just released about global warming and the effects on Antarctica.   After the 
meeting I had a long conversation with the producer of the film, Mr. Mark Terry, about 
the film and how I could go about viewing the entire film.   He provided me with a copy 
and indicated that he would like to go to Yellowknife to provide an official viewing.   I 
agreed to share his information with Ecology North and see if they would be willing to 
work with him to facilitate a northern viewing of this amazing documentary.   
Information on the film can be found on their facebook page (Antarctic Challenge) or at 
their website at www.theantarcticachallenge.com. 
 

¶ The next presentation was provided by a Mr. Bremly Lyngdoh from the Education 
Caucus of the UN.   The presentation focused mostly on sustainable development and 
the environmental education.   Living in India, Mr. Lyngdoh punctuated his presentation 
by providing real life examples of the effects of climate change on his homeland and 
how irresponsible development is exasperating the problems.   He and the UN 
Education Caucus are advocates of bottom up green jobs and education, and were 
advocating that the COP 15 agreement include a comprehensive section on education.   
I talked with Mr. Lyngdoh about his presentation.   Unfortunately, he had no written 
materials with him but promised to send me some additional information by e-mail 
after the conference.    

 
11:00 am ς 12:30 pm 
 

¶ The Amazon Environmental Research Institute (IPAM) held a side event on 
Implementing REDD, making REDD work on the ground.   The event focused on 
presenting initiatives for fostering REDD (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and 
Degradation) readiness in Brazil and globally, including political and stakeholder 
planning and preparedness, sub-national targets within national plans, information 
sharing, Indigenous engagement and progress toward pan-tropical forest cover and 
biomass maps. 
 

http://www.theantarcticachallenge.com/
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¶ Among their hopes was that a COP 15 agreement would include meaningful incentives 
to remunerate forest nations for the valuable climate services they provide to the 
planet. 
 

¶ I obtained copies of two books and videos on REDD and would be willing to share them 
with anybody interested in learning more.   Or, you can find additional information on 
this issue at www.globalcanopy.org. 
 

1:00 pm ς 2:30 pm 
 

¶ We were invited to attend άaŜƭǘƛƴƎ {ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ LŎŜΥ ! /ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ !ŎǘƛƻƴέΦ   ¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ 
was hosted by Mr. Casper Stenger Jensen of Denmark and included special guest 
speaker, Former US Vice President Al Gore.   It focused on snow, ice and permafrost 
conditions globally, and demonstrated how they are changing much faster than 
anticipated.   This is happening and will profoundly change living conditions in the Arctic 
and throughout the world as it continues.   
 

 
Former US Vice President Al Gore speaking at COP15 

 

¶ This presentation was in the same room as my previous event and thousands of people 
were attempting to gain access to this presentation.   So, to ensure I was able to attend, 
I stayed where I was until it started.    
 

¶ This was an incredibly detailed presentation in two parts.   The first was the official 
release of two documents: one report ǘƛǘƭŜŘ ά¢he Greenland Ice Sheet in a Changing 
Climateέ and a second, άaŜƭǘƛƴƎ {ƴƻǿ ŀƴŘ LŎŜΥ ! /ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ !ŎǘƛƻƴέΦ   ¢ƘŜ ŜŦŦŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘe 
melting snow and ice on the planet are profound.   The evidence is clear.   I strongly 
encourage everyone and anyone interested in viewing these documents to give them a 
read.   They are available online but if you prefer to read the printed copies I would be 
happy to lend mine, as long as I get them back. 
 

¶ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŜŜƴƭŀƴŘ LŎŜ {ƘŜŜǘ ƛƴ ŀ /ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜέ ǊŜǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ƛƴ с 
different languages at  http://www.amap.no/swipa/press2009/GRISindex.html  
 

http://www.globalcanopy.org/
http://www.amap.no/swipa/press2009/GRISindex.html
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¶ The Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has details of Melting Snow and Ice and a link 
to a PDF version available at: 
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/ud/Whats-new/news/2009/melting-snow-and-ice-

a-call-for-action.html?id=587681  

 

¶ The Melting Snow and Ice report went into extensive detail on melting polar sea ice, the 
loss of permafrost, the loss of glaciers, and the effect of black carbon.   I have to admit 
that my knowledge of black carbon was insignificant.   Prior to this presentation I had 
not heard much, if anything, about it.   Black carbon is formed through the incomplete 
combustion of fossil fuels, biofuel, and biomass and is emitted as soot.   Black carbon 
warms the planet by absorbing heat in the atmosphere and reducing the ability to 
reflect sunlight when deposited on snow and ice.   Different from CO2, which persists in 
the atmosphere for more than 100 years, black carbon stays in the atmosphere for only 
several days or weeks. 

 
2:45 ς 3:15 pm 
 

¶ .ƻō .ǊƻƳƭŜȅΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ YǊǳǘƪƻ ŀƴŘ L ƳŜǘ ǿƛǘƘ 5ŀƴƛŜƭ ¢ΩǎŜƭŜƛŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ ¸ƻǳǘƘ 
Delegation to discuss his involvement at COP 15 to date.   aǊΦ ¢ΩǎŜƭŜƛŜ, along with the 
other members of the Canadian Youth Delegation, expressed frustration with the COP 
decision to limit the number of NGOs who would be allowed to participate in the 
conference in upcoming days.   We agreed to try to get the Canadian negotiators to 
lobby for inclusion, rather than restriction, of NGOs. 

 
3:30 pm ς 5:00 pm 
 

¶ The next meeting was a midpoint briefing session with IISD with all provincial and 
territorial delegations on the state of negotiations.   IISD stands for the International 
Institute for Sustainable Development and is located in Winnipeg, Manitoba.   This 
meeting was held off site at the Crowne Plaza (the Premier and Minister attended a 
more comprehensive briefing with the same group earlier in the day). 
 

¶ The briefing educated us all on the current status of negotiations which included but 
was not limited to information on the two streams (a Kyoto successor and a new 
agreement) being pursued by many nations (not Canada), China v. USA tensions, EU 
trading schemes, cap and trade, the potential technology impacts of the COP 15 
negotiations, some American perspective, G7 overview, G77 overview.   One of the 
messages repeated by many of the official speakers was that these negotiations were 
not just a climate issue, but also a matter of fundamental economic, social and human 
rights. 
 

¶ During the question period one of the questions askŜŘ ǿŀǎ ά²Ƙŀǘ Ŏŀƴ /ŀƴŀŘŀ do to 
help get a deal done?έ   The answers varied.   Some of them included: 
 

http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/ud/Whats-new/news/2009/melting-snow-and-ice-a-call-for-action.html?id=587681
http://www.regjeringen.no/en/dep/ud/Whats-new/news/2009/melting-snow-and-ice-a-call-for-action.html?id=587681
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V One speaker indicated that at this point an agreement was unreachable.   There 
was too much division between G7 (developed) and G77 (undeveloped) nations, 
and the disagreements between China and the US were too large.   At best, a 
political accord would be reached, with tons of details to be worked out 
afterward.  Leaders would attempt to do something like this to save face.   (As a 
note, this is pretty much exactly what happened.   The end result of these 
negotiations was a completely non-binding political accord). 
 

V Another speaker suggested that the Canadian negotiators should try to be as 
helpful as possible by providing a better understanding of development and the 
economy related to climate change. 

 

V Another speaker took a harder line and indicated that Canada must respect 
international law and announce that it will meet its Kyoto commitment.   If this 
could not be done through internal reductions it should be done through the 
purchase of offsets from other jurisdictions and payment of any penalty required 
for failing to meet the reductions commitment.   This would go a long way to 
repairing the damage done and start the process of building back some CanadaΩǎ 
much needed credibility on the international stage.   The speaker maintained 
that if Canada ignores international law (we did sign the Kyoto Agreement), 
Canada will lose all credibility on all levels internationally. 

 

V Another speaker indicated that Canada must make a commitment to supporting, 
financially if need be, the G77 nations and identify real and responsible targets 
nationally (not the current targets that the Federal Government is proposing).   
In addition, as a nation, Canada needs to seriously consider its position on the 
Tar Sands.   Responsible development is good; Tar Sands development is not 
being done in a responsible manner.   Changes are needed. 

 

¶ Overall, I feel that this was a useful and educational briefing that helped me better 
understand what was happening at COP 15. 

 
5:15 ς 7:00 pm 

 

¶ IISD Reception for delegates, staff and associates of the International Institute for 
Sustainable Development (IISD) in conjunction with COP 15. 
 

¶ This was the first real opportunity to meet and talk with other Canadian delegations and 
interested parties.   I spent a significant amount of time talking with Mr. David Runnalls, 
the President of IISD.   Conversation ranged from the conference, to the NWT (I tried to 
convince him to come to the NWT for a visit), to the Tar Sands (like many northerners, he 
is concerned about the potential downstream effects of breaches of the tar ponds) and 
Canadian politics.   It was a very pleasurable evening. 
 

7:00 pm onward. 
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¶ I returned to the hotel and a few of us went out for dinner to discuss our day.   We 
found a quaint little restaurant on one of the canals and had a great dinner in 
Copenhagen. 

 
 
Tuesday December 15, 2009 ς My Day 2 of COP 15 Conference 
 
6:30 ς 7:00   
 

¶ Breakfast with delegation  
 
7:15 am  
 

¶ Depart hotel for Bella Centre (COP 15).   It took about 20 ς 25 minutes (depending on 
the Metro) to get to the Bella Centre. 

 

¶ If you did not go really early, you waited in line for hours.  
 
8:00 to 8:30 am  
 

¶ Daily briefing of all Canadian COP 15 participants conducted by Michael Martin.   In 
short, Mr. Martin indicated that negotiations continued late into the previous evening.   
At some point during the evening the COP President directed that specific groups would 
get together to meet and discuss the following topics later in the day: 
 
V Developed country targets under the Kyoto Protocol 
V Long-term financing for adaptation and mitigation 
V Long-term emission reduction goal, its relationship to sustainable development 

and the impacts of climate change 
V Developing country mitigation efforts, and 
V Other issues including trade concerns arising from mitigation policies as well as 

international aviation and marine (bunker) fuel. 
 

These sessions ran consecutively between 10:00 ς 1:00 pm. 
 

¶ A number of attendees asked Mr. Martin questions during the briefing.   Notably, 
representatives from the Inuit Circumpolar Conference (ICC) and the Canadian Youth 
Delegation asked the following questions and received the following responses: 
 
Inuit Circumpolar Conference 
 
Q.  Canada has a responsibility to Aboriginal peoples as per Land Claims / Self 
Government Agreements.   The ICC has asked that Canada include language to this 
affect regarding areas that are dependent upon ice and snow. 
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A.  Canadian negotiators have been asked to present this language and support in 
during negotiations.   There has not been much support for it from other negotiating 
teams but Mr. Martin hoped that it would be included.   He also indicated that shared 
vision discussions are turning out be quite complex. 
 
Canadian Youth Conference 
 
Q. The Canadian Youth Delegation, like many of the NGOs, is very frustrated that they 
will be excluded from COP starting on Wednesday December 16, 2009.   Clearly, 
Canadians are supportive of what the world is trying to accomplish at COP 15.   
Demonstrators both at COP and back in Canada are asking Canada to do more.   
Provinces, Territories, cities and communities are making a difference and are 
demanding change.   Given the clear message from Canadians, which is different from 
the Canadian negotiating teamΩs position, who is the Canadian negotiating team really 
supporting?   And further, given that the Canadian Youth Delegation will be excluded 
tomorrow with most other NGOs, how will they continue to receive their daily briefings 
from the Canadian negotiators? 
 
A. Mr. Martin indicated that the question ǿƛǘƘ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘ ǘƻ ά²ho is the Canadian 
negotiating team responsible to?έ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƻƭƛǘƛŎŀl question and should be referred to a 
Federal Politician. 
 
With respect to NGO participation, Mr. Martin indicated that the Canadian delegation ca 
not control which NGOs are allowed to come into the Bella Centre.   It is a decision of 
COP.   He further indicated that he will continue to hold briefings on a daily basis for 
those able to attend. 
 

¶ Final comments were made on documents leaked cabinet document from Minister 
tǊŜƴǘƛŎŜΩǎ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ όŀǎ ǊŜǇƻǊǘŜŘ ōȅ /./ύ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ Řŀȅ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǿŜǊ 
Canadian commitment that the one currently outlined by the negotiation team. 

 
Mr. Martin indicated that he could not make comment on any cabinet documents but 
stressed that Canada has a position established with clear 2020 targets and actions 
Canada will have to take to meet those targets.   He further indicated that Canada is 
looking to align and harmonize the Canadian position with the USA. 

 
9:00 ς 9:30 am 
 

¶ Dr. Case (GNWT) provided us with a briefing on the status of meeting discussions and 
current issues arising at the negotiation tables.   In addition, the delegation reviewed 
our list of commitments for the day and discussed who would be attending which 
events in order to obtain maximum coverage of the different events occurring at COP15 
(i.e. delegation meetings & responsibilities, side events, exhibits, etc).   The Premier and 
Minister of ENR where scheduled to attend a States and Regions ς 2009 Climate Leaders 
Summit (The Climate Group) off site starting at 9:00 am. 
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10:00 am ς 1:00 pm 
 

¶ I decided to attend the plenary meeting set up to discuss long-term emission reduction 
goals, its relationship to sustainable development and the impacts of climate change as 
outlined by Mr. Martin earlier in the morning.   My attendance at plenary meetings was 
strictly as an observer.   Only official negotiations participate in the meetings.     

 

 
Inside the Plenary meeting 

 
Although the meeting was scheduled to start at 10:00 am it ended up being delayed by 
about an hour.   The only full seats at 10:00 belonged to the observers.   The majority of 
the negotiator seats remained empty till shortly before 11:00. 
 
This meeting was jointly chaired by negotiators from Grenada and Spain.   In short, they 
had 4 questions to ask the delegates and were looking for short answers and agreement 
which could be taken forward to the official negotiations later in the day.  Basically the 
questions were: 
 
1. Taking into account the level of risk versus the level of warming, what level of 

warming can be reflected as acceptable? 
2. Based on the previous answer, express your countrȅΩs opinion on how to reach 

consensus. 
3. Taking into account long term goals, what should mid-term goals be for developing 

countries? 
4. What date should be set for global peak? 

 
The questions themselves caused significant debate.   I did not manage to document the 
comments from every country.   The following list is a summary of the comments I 
managed to capture: 
 
Australia: No more than 2.0C 
  450 ppm or lower 
  Peak year no later than 2020 

Developed countries lead but developing must agree to begin reductions 
as well 
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 USA:  Not exceed 2.0C above pre-industrialized levels 
50% below current levels by 2050 

   Do not include ppm target  
   Support regular review and temperature framing 
   (I have no idea what Temp framing means) 
 
 Maldives: Well below 1.5C 
   Well below 350ppm 
   Peak 2015 
   Developed countries reduce by 85% by 2050 
 
 New Zealand: 2.0C 
   450 ppm 
   Global peak as soon as possible 
 
 Micronesia: Well below 1.5C 

350 ppm 
   2015 peak year 
   45% reductions by 2020 for developed countries (1990 levels) 
   95% reductions by 2050 for developed countries (1990 levels) 
 
 Jamaica: 1.5C target 
   Well below 350ppm 
   Peak year 2015 
   45% reductions by 2020 for developed countries (1990 levels) 
   95% reductions by 2050 for developed countries (1990 levels) 
   
 Chile:  50% reduction based on 1990 numbers by 2050. 
 
 Costa Rica: 1.5C 
   Well below 350ppm 
   2015 peak for developed countries 
   45% reductions by 2020 for developed countries (1990 levels) 
   95% reductions by 2050 for developed countries (1990 levels) 
 
 Belize:  Well below 350 ppm 
   2015 peak 
   45% reductions by 2020 for developed countries (1990 levels) 
   85% reductions by 2050 for developed countries (1990 levels) 
   Long term goals need to be connected to sustainable development 
 
 India:  Not exceed 2.0C 
   Wants a temp target with no reference to ppm. 

40% reduction by 2020 on 1990 levels 
   No reference to global peak for developing countries 
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 Sri Lanka: {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴΦ 
 
 China:  Long term targets should be based on ambitious midterm targets 
   Developed countries need to reduce by 40% by 2020 based on 1990 level 
   Peaking ς not accept any mention of peaking for developing countries 
   China stated that this is an issue of equity and justice 
 
 Tuvalu:  Survival based on these numbers: 
   Well below 300ppm 
   Peak by 2015 
   Global reduction of 95% by 2050 based on 1990 levels 
  
 Canada: Not exceed 2.0C above pre-industrialized levels 

Aim for 50% global gas reduction by 2050. 
 

 Sweden: 2.0C 

50% global reduction by 2050 based on 1990 levels 
   Peak by 2020 at the latest 
   80 ς 90% for developed countries by 2050 
   15 ς 30% reduction for developing countries by 2050 
 
 Bolivia:  below 1.0C 

300 ppm 
   Reduction calculations should be based on populations and  
   Atmospheric space. 
 
 Sudan:  1.5C ς anything else refuses to accept science and will turn Africa 
   into a furnace 
   Economic development is a human right.  Atmospheric space must be 
   Shared equally. 
 
 Cook Is.: Well below 1.5C 

Emissions below 350ppm 
   2015 peak for developed countries 
   Developing countries reduce 45% based on 1990 levels by 2050 
   Developed countries reduce by 45% based on 1990 levels by 2020 
   Developed countries reduce by 95% based on 1990 levels by 2050 
 
 Fiji:  Well below 350ppm 
   Peak by 2015 
   45% reductions by 2020 for developed countries (1990 levels) 
   85% reductions by 2050 for developed countries (1990 levels) 
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 Russia:  2.0C 
50% global reductions by 2050 

   Doubts about peak years 
   Believes in a bottom up approach 
 
 Switzerland: Not exceed 2.0C 

50% global reductions by 2050 
   Peak no later than 2020 
   80 ς 95% reduction for developed countries based on 1990 levels by 2050 
   15 ς 30% reduction for developing Countries based on 1990 levels by  

2050 
 
 Zambia: 45% reduction for developed countries based on 1990 levels by 2015 
 
 Japan:  2.0C 

At least 50% reduction 
   Peaking as soon as possible 
 
 Ecuador: 1.5C 

 Marshall Is.: Well below 350 ppm 
   Peak no later than 2015 
   At least 85% reduction for developed countries based on 1990 levels 
 
 Saudi Arabia: Does not support setting peak date for developing countries 
   Global peaking implies a target on developing countries. 

Assumes all Developed countries on a reduction path    
 
 Korea:  2.0C 
 
 St. Lucia: Well below 1.5C 

Well below 350ppm 
   Peak by 2015 
   Developed countries reduce by 80% by 2020 based on 1990 levels 
   Developing countries reduce by 45% by 2020 based on 1990 levels 
 
 South Africa: Remain below 2.0C 

Agree with China and India 
   Developing countries should only do more if resources available 
 
 Liberia: Agree with Sudan 
 
 Solomon Is.: Peak no later than 2015 
 
 Pakistan: Support India and China 
 
 



Glen Abernethy ɀ Copenhagen Trip Report  Page 16 
 

 Columbia: 2015 peak 
   Developed countries reduce by 45% by 2020 based on 1990 levels 
   Developed countries reduce by 95% by 2050 based on 1990 levels 
 
 Brazil:  Not exceed 2.0C 
 
 Thailand: limit maximum to 2.0C 
 
 Peru:  not exceed 1.5C 
 
 Iran:  2.0C 
 
 Oman:  2.0C 
 

The meeting started to fall apart by the time they got to the 3rd question.   Shortly into  
the 4th question the Chair decided to rise and report findings to the COP President. 
 
This was a fascinating experience.    

 
1:00 pm ς 2:30 pm 
 

¶ I attended a side event on Addressing social consequences of climate change: impacts 
on employment, health and gender.   This event explored the climate change impacts on 
employment (as a driver of creation of green jobs and a cause for job losses), on health 
(around 150,000 deaths per year occur in low income countries due to climate change), 
and gender (women are often the first and most impacted by climate change). 
 

¶ I was disappointed with this side event.   I had initially hoped that there would be more 
discussion and information sharing on the creation of green jobs.  Unfortunately, the 
event started late and discussion was limited.   It ended up being more of a brief 
overview.   I did obtain copies of the literature provided by the different speakers, which 
I have available for anyone who is interested to review. 

 
4:30 ς 5:30 pm 
  

¶ The entire NWT delegation was initially invited to participate in a side event on the 
Climate Registry and the Georgetown State-CŜŘŜǊŀƭ /ƭƛƳŀǘŜ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ /ŜƴǘŜǊ ά.ŜȅƻƴŘ 
/ŀǇ ŀƴŘ ¢ǊŀŘŜέ.   This event was designed to showcase the leadership of state and 
provincial leaders who have paved the way for Federal and International actions on 
climate change.   Guest speakers included Jean Charest and Arnold Schwarzenegger.   
Unfortunately, due to popular demand COP decided to limit attendance by issuing 
tickets.   Jim Sparling stood in line for us hoping to get tickets but they disappeared 
almost instantly.  I tried waiting outside the event in hopes of getting in.   In the end, I 
was unable to attend. 

 

5:00 pm 
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¶ I returned to the hotel. 
 
7:30 ς 10:00 pm 
 

¶ The entire GNWT delegation was invited to attend a Gala Reception hosted by The 
Climate Registry and the Climate Group.   Speakers included but were not limited to 
Jean Charest, Gordon Campbell and Arnold Schwarzenegger.   In short, the message was 
ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜƭȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ DƻǾŜǊnments to be leaders on climate change.   As 
sub-nationals we must make individual efforts to mitigate and adapt to climate change 
and continue to lobby Federal governments (the followers, not the leaders) to make 
productive, reasonable and responsible decisions with respect to the environment.   We 
as sub-nationals must lead by example. 

 
This was a great event and provided a lot of opportunity the network with people from 
across Canada and the United states. 

 
Wednesday December 16, 2009 ς My Day 3 of COP15 Conference 
 
6:30 ς 7:00   
 

¶ Breakfast with delegation  
 
7:15 am  
 

¶ Depart hotel for Bella Centre (COP 15).  
 

¶ Significant number or protestors and NGOs were present outside of the Bella Centre 
when I arrived.   Security was everywhere.   Pretty much as soon as I got off of the 
Metro the Bella Centre station was closed down and all individuals attempting to reach 
the Centre were re-routed to the Crowne Plaza Station and asked to walk to the Bella 
Station. 

 
8:00 to 8:30 am  
 

¶ Daily briefing of all Canadian COP 15 participants conducted by Michael Martin.   Mr. 
Martin indicated that ad hoc meetings on the Kyoto protocol ended at 11:00 pm the 
previous evening resulting in a document going forward to the COP President for 
review.   In addition, follow up discussions concerning the long term reduction goals (the 
plenary I observed yesterday) concluded at 7:00 am this morning and the final 
document would be presented to COP at 10:00 am today.   Apparently the document is 
άƘŜŀǾƛƭȅ ōǊŀŎƪŜǘŜŘέΦ   !ŎŎƻǊŘƛƴƎ ǘƻ aǊΦ aŀǊǘƛƴ ƛǘǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ Ǉƻǎƛǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ 
COP President in her role and work with her to reach a final agreement.    
 

¶ As in previous days there were a number of people present at the briefing and a number 
of questions were asked.  Notably, questions were received concerning the exclusion of 
the NGOs and Ms. Elizabeth May asked some specific questions on how members of the 
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official Canadian delegation could more effectively interact with the Canadian 
Negotiators. 
 

NGOs 

 

Q. Can Canada do anything for restricted NGOs? 
 
A. Mr. Martin talked to COP delegates yesterday.   They expressed their concern but 
given security restrictions and concerns Mr. Martin does not believe that there will be 
improved access for NGOs for the remainder of the conference. 
 
Elizabeth May 
 
Q. As part of the official Canadian delegation we were under the impression that we 
would have some opportunity to discuss our points of view and lobby for a reasonable 
and responsible Canadian position.   It now appears that we have no access to the 
decision makers.   What kind of access will the official delegates have to the Prime 
Minister and Minister Prentice as COP 15 moves forward. 
 
A.  Access to the Prime Minister and Minister Prentice will need to be through formal 
processes.   Mr. Martin did indicate that he would be willing and happy to convey any 
messages that Mrs. May wished to pass along. 
 
Q. Will Canada live up to its financial obligations as part of their commitment to the 
Kyoto agreement? 
 
A. Mr. Martin indicated that the accounting for the 1st period of the Kyoto agreement 
will be 2014 and that he expects that the rules will continue to apply. 
 
Q. ²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ǇǇƳ ǘŀǊƎŜǘΚ 
 
A. Mr. Martin indicated that Canada is committed to achieving an 80% or more 
reduction by 2050 with a target or a global increase of no more than 2.0C above pre 
industrialized levels and a target of 450 ppm or less. 
 
Mrs. May concluded by indicating that Canada needs to convey the real science of 
climate change to the PM and Minister Prentice, ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻƻƪ ƭƛƪŜ ƛŘƛƻǘǎ 
on a global stage.   We need to set a limit of 350 ppm. 
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9:00 ς 9:30 am 
 

¶ Dr. Case (GNWT) provided us with a briefing on the status of meeting discussions and 
current issues arising at the negotiation tables.   
 

¶ All of the GNWT delegates were invited to participate in an Inuit Day event off site at 
11:00 am.  Given the security concerns and the expected transportation delays I decided 
to leave for the Northern House at 9:30 am. 

 
9:30 am ς 11:00 am 
 

¶ Transportation to the Northern House was very interesting.   I walked over 1 km from 
the Bella Centre to the Crowne Plaza to catch the metro down town.    
 

¶ I was stunned and intrigued by the security presence.   Cement barricades had been set 
up around the entire Bella Centre with chain link fence increasing their height.   Inside 
the barricade large numbers of police were present and dressed in riot gear.   Riot trucks 
with water cannons were located at all of the major entrances to the Bella Centre site.   
All protestors and NGOs had been moved back behind the barricades. 
 

¶ When leaving the site I had to walk through the police lines.   The police were there with 
their shields and gear but there was no interaction with the crowd.   Both parties were 
quite a distance apart at this time.   From the police line I had to walk through a few 
protestors to get the Metro station.   Clearly thousands of people were there.   I was 
struck by the silence.   I had assumed that a crowd of this many upset people would be 
quite loud.   Instead, you could have heard a pin drop. 
 

¶ On my way up to the Metro platform I heard the first noise coming from the crowd.   
Somebody deep in the mass of people started to sing.   It was quickly taken up by a 
chorus of voices.   I was stepping onto the train as the volume really started to increase.   
It got so loud that I was able to hear it within the train itself. 
 

¶ Later that day Eva Ariak (Premier of Nunavut) arrived at the Northern House for the 
Inuit event.   She indicated that it took her a couple of hours to get out of the Bella 
Centre and to the Northern House as a result of the riots.   Apparently she left shortly 
after I did and was caught up in all of the chaos.   She indicated that she even saw riot 
police being taken away on stretchers. 
 

¶ Pretty much, I missed the entire riot. 
 
  



Glen Abernethy ɀ Copenhagen Trip Report  Page 20 
 

11:00 am ς 3:00 pm 
 

¶ Inuit Day ς hosted by the Inuit Circumpolar Council (ICC).   All GNWT delegates were 
invited to Inuit Day at the Northern House.  Premier Roland made an excellent speech 
on how climate change is affecting Inuit in the NWT.   In addition, there were several 
other speakers including, but not limited to, the Premier of Greenland (Kuupik Kliest), 
ICC leadership, and other guests from places like RAIPON (Russian Association of 
Indigenous People of the North), and the Saami Council. 
 

    
Some of the speakers at Inuit Day ς Floyd Roland, Eva Ariak (Premier Nunavut), Kuupik Kleist (Prime minister of 

Greenland), James Scott (ICC Chair) 

 

¶ Between speakers I had an opportunity to talk at length with some of the 
representatives from Greenland as well as representatives from the Saami Council.   
Much of the discussion focused on traditional knowledge and both groups were very 
interested in the TK Policy that the GNWT has recently established.   I provided them 
both with contact information and how to locate a copy of the GNWT TK Policy. 

 

 
Northern House - Copenhagen 

 


